
Rt Hon Borin Johnson MP
Prime Minister
10 Downing Street
London 
SW1A 2AA

1 June 2021

Dear Prime Minister,

On 18 May, the International Energy Agency (IEA), the world’s most influential ener-
gy forecaster,  published its first ever full scenario report aligned with limiting global 
warming to 1.5°C. The COP26 President-Designate, Alok Sharma - who requested it as 
input to the COP negotiations - welcomed this report as setting out a clear roadmap for 
achieving net zero. 

One of the key findings in this groundbreaking report is that the IEA finds “no need for 
investment in new fossil fuel supply”. Their pathway to meet the 1.5°C target in the Paris 
Agreement concludes that there should from 2021 be no more development of new 
oil, gas, or coal production globally. This is an historic moment: the IEA recognising that 
further expansion of fossil fuel supply is incompatible with global climate security. 

In the light of the IEA’s findings, we are now calling on you to order an immediate over-
haul of the Government’s domestic oil and gas policy. This should cover the following: 

• Revisiting the Government’s announcement in March about future new oil and gas 
licensing rounds with a decision to stop immediately and irrevocably the issue of 
any new licenses to explore for and extract oil and gas in the North Sea. 

• Ending subsidies (direct and indirect) for oil and gas extraction (including the cur-
rent exemptions for public finance through PIDG and CDC). The UK’s forthcoming 
hosting of the G7 summit on 11-13 June provides the ideal opportunity for your 
government both to persuade others to follow your lead to ban the financing of 
overseas fossil fuel projects and to phase out public finance for domestic oil and 
gas projects as well. The required level of ambition is clear: finance in and by the G7 
countries for new fossil fuel supply needs to end by the end of 2021.

• Making a plan to deliver a managed and equitable UK energy transition central 
to your policy overhaul. This should involve extensive engagement with oil and gas 
workers, trade unions and affected communities, and include major investment in 
skills and training.

• Ending the policy of Maximum Economic Recovery (MER) for the North Sea, re-
placing the Oil and Gas Authority’s legal mandate with one that aligns the sector 
with a 1.5°C pathway accounting for the UK’s historic responsibility for emissions, 
and an obligation to take the lead as a developed nation.

Failure to take the actions we advocate would fatally undermine the global political 
momentum needed to end new investment in fossil fuel supply and to get the world on 
track for 1.5°C.

We believe this is the time for the UK to show international leadership on curtailing 
fossil fuel expansion - as we count down to COP26 - and to act on the climate warning 
that the IEA has put out. Your Government has shown itself as a global leader on ending 
public finance for fossil fuel projects overseas.
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Committing to no further oil and gas investment in the North Sea, and planning for a 
managed phase-out of oil and gas in line with 1.5°C, would show that the UK can also 
get its own house in order; and be a credible leader on the global energy transition able 
to inspire other countries to follow. It would moreover protect the UK from the risk of 
stranded assets and help workers in the fossil fuel industry to make the most rapid 
transition possible to the low-carbon industries of the future.

As you said in April at President Biden’s Climate Summit, this is an “extraordinary mo-
ment”. We therefore call on you to seize this moment now and to illuminate the road 
ahead for a clean, green future for this country. We are copying this letter to Alok Shar-
ma, the President of COP26, and to Kwasi Kwarteng and Anne-Marie Trevelyan, the 
responsible Ministers at BEIS. 

Yours Sincerely,

• Harriet Lamb, CEO, Ashden
• Lucy Bywater, Chair, Bedfordshire Climate 

Change Forum
• Dr Mya-Rose Craig, President, Black2Nature
• Christine Allen, Director, CAFOD
• Suzanne Jeffery, Chair, Campaign Against Cli-

mate Change
• Anne Miller, Chair, Carbon Neutral Cambridge
• Sarah Jenkinson, Head of Policy and Communi-

cations, Centre for  
Alternative Technology

• Patrick Watt, Director of Policy, Public Affairs 
and Campaigns, Christian Aid

• Ben Margolis, COP26 Director, The Climate 
Coalition

• Rachel Berger, Chair, Climate Friendly Bradford-
on-Avon

• Caroline Pomeroy, Director, Climate Stewards
• Mathew Lawrence, Director, Common Wealth
• Jess Worth, Co-Director, Culture  

Unstained
• Ed Matthew, Campaigns Director, E3G
• Sean Mallon, Founder, Environmentally Con-

scious
• Dr Shanon Shah, Director, Faith for the Climate
• Jamie Peters, Director of Campaign Impact, 

Friends of the Earth, England, Wales and North-
ern Ireland

• Richard Dixon, Director, Friends of the Earth 
Scotland

• Jo Hand, Co-Founder, Giki
• Deborah Tomkins, Co-Chair, Green Christian
• John Sauven, Executive Director, Greenpeace 

UK
• Sue James, Co-Chair, Havant Climate Alliance
• Avnish Thakdar, National Co-Ordinator, Hindu 

Climate Action
• Phil Walder, Chair, Humanist Climate Action
• Amanda Bronkhurst, CEO and Founder, Just 

One Tree
• Rev Richard Teal, President of the Conference 

of the Methodist Church

• May Mailer, Organizer, Mothers Rise Up
• Elizabeth Bast, Executive Director, Oil Change 

International
• Jacqueline Bourne, Founder Member, One World 

Voice
• Sarah Hirom, Trustee, One World Week
• Dr Dhananjayan Sriskandarajah, Chief Executive, 

Oxfam GB
• Chris Church, Chair, Oxfordshire COP26 Climate 

Alliance
• Rowan Ryrie, Parents for Future UK
• Gabrielle Jeliazkov, Campaigner, Platform
• Robin Maynard, Director, Population Matters
• Lauren MacCullum, General Manager, Protect 

Our Winters UK
• Miles Litvinoff, Director, Publish What You Pay UK
• Paul Parker, Recording Clerk, Quakers In Action
• David Hillman, Director, Robin Hood Tax Cam-

paign
• Stuart Parkinson, Executive Director, Scientists 

for Global Responsibility
• Jack Woodruff, General Council Campaigns Rep-

resentative, Student Christian Movement
• Rev Brian Davies, Facilitator, Sustainable Harbor-

ough Community
• Grace Corn, Campaign Manager, Teach The 

Future
• Nigel Harris, Chief Executive, Tearfund
• John Bell, Secretary, Transition Town Berkham-

sted
• Lola Fayokun, UK Student Climate Network
• Patricia Rogers, Chair, United Nations Associa-

tion, London and South-East Region
• Natalie Samarasinghe, Executive Director, United 

Nations Association –UK
• Rev Clare Downing and Peter Pay, Moderators of 

General Assembly, United Reform Church
• Tessa Khan, Director, Uplift
• Chris Holloway, Chair, Winchester Action on 

Climate Change




